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Effective:   Summer 2024            
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Course Title:  Historical Reactions to Crime and Deviance in Canada Course Number:  CRIM 203        Credits:   3     
   

Total Weeks:  14 (Fall, Spring)          Total Hours:  39   Course Level: ☐ First Year ☒ Second Year 

          12 (Summer)       ☐ New                 ☐ Revised Course  

                        ☐ Replacement Course       

 
Department:  Social Sciences  Department Head:   A. McDougall            Former Course Code(s) and Number(s) (if applicable): N/A 

                   
Pre-requisites (If there are no prerequisites, type NONE):   CRIM 108 or equivalent                 
 
Co-requisite Statement (List if applicable or type NONE):     NONE            
 
Precluded Courses:    N/A            
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
                    
This course is a case study oriented historical review of Canadian society’s reactions to crime and deviance, with a focus on the 19th 
and 20th centuries. By taking a critical look at history, students will answer the question of “how we got here” in terms of the Canadian 
criminal justice system that we know today. Students will explore historical cases of crime and deviance in order to analyze the overall 
evolution of the criminal justice system through themes such as gender, ethnicity, juvenile delinquency, and drug and alcohol use. 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
 

• Summarize critical legal decisions of the 19th and 20th century Canadian criminal justice system. 

• Accurately identify concepts of “crime” and “punishment” with appropriate explanations to support each term. 

• Describe the social movements that influenced the CJS. 

• Apply knowledge of historical CJS to a variety of case studies on the treatment of “deviant” behaviour. 

• Identify connections between types of crimes that are enforced and who is being punished. 

• Identify patterns and themes that connect historical events to each other, to the early CJS, and to the modern CJS. 

• Analyse the motivations of historical forces in the creation of the CJS. 

• Reflect on their own knowledge and opinions of the Canadian criminal justice system today after having known “how we got 
here”.                       

 

INSTRUCTION AND GRADING 
 

Instructional (Contact) Hours:  
 

Type Duration 

Lecture   39    

Seminars/Tutorials       

Laboratory       

Field Experience       

Other (specify): 
                   

      

Total 39 
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Grading System: Letter Grades  ☒    Percentage  ☐ Pass/Fail  ☐    Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory  ☐ Other  ☐ 
 
Specify passing grade:  50%  
 
Evaluation Activities and Weighting (total must equal 100%) 
 

Assignments:  45% 

Reading Response #1: 10% 

Reading Response #2: 10% 

Reading Response #3: 10% 

Draft responses (x3): 15% 

Lab Work:        % Participation:  15% 

In-class participation in 
discussions, activities, 
case studies, etc. 

                   

Project:            % 

                   

Quizzes/Test:        % Midterm Exam: 20% Final Exam: 20% Other:               % 
 

 
TEXT(S) AND RESOURCE MATERIALS 
Provide a full reference for each text and/or resource material and include whether required/not required. 
 

Crime and Deviance in Canada: Historical Perspectives. C. McCormick and L.Green, Editors. 2005. Canadian Scholars Press. 
ISBN 978-1-55130-274-4 (paperback). https://www.canadianscholars.ca/books/crime-and-deviance-in-canada (e-book). 

 

COURSE TOPICS  
List topics and sequence covered. 
 

Week Unit Information 

Week 1 Topic: Intro to course, syllabus, assignments, textbook. Expectations/class code of conduct. 
Readings: Introduction (p. 1-6) 

Week 2 Topic: Pre-1800s, Hudson’s Bay Company, North West Mounted Police.  
Readings: Ch. 1 (p. 11-23), Ch. 2 (p. 27-34), Ch. 3 (p. 37-45). 
Case study: Mounties in the Yukon (Ch. 3) 

Week 3 Topic: Social customs/mores/taboos, charivaris/whitecapping, role of the Church.  
Readings: Ch. 4 (p. 48-60), Ch. 5.  
Case study: rumour and gossip among church members (Ch. 5) (p. 67-76) 

Week 4 Topic: Juvenile delinquents.  
Readings: Ch 9. (p. 148-156).  
Assignments: Reading Response Draft #1 due. Peer feedback: RR #1. 

Week 5 Topic: Men, male youth, homosexuality.  
Readings: Ch. 19 (p. 299-307), Ch. 21 (p. 322-330).  
Case study: youth/juvenile delinquents (Ch. 9/Ch. 19).  
Assignments: Reading Response #1 due before class. 

Week 6 Topic: Sex work/ “prostitution” laws.  
Readings: Ch. 22 (p. 341-350).  
Case study: sex workers (Ch. 22). 

Week 7 Mid-term preparation- review of course materials; Midterm exam 

Week 8 Topic: Infanticide, prison sentences for women.  
Readings: Ch. 7 (p. 107-116), Ch. 8 (p. 124-143).  
Assignments: Reading Response Draft #2 due. Peer feedback: RR #2. 

Week 9 Topic: Moral reform, women’s institutions. Readings: Ch. 17 (p. 275-283), Ch. 20 (p. 310-320).  
Case study: Mercer reformatory (Ch. 20).  
Assignments: Reading Response #2 due before class. 

Week 10 Topic: Race & class in the CJS.  



                             COURSE OUTLINE 
 

3 of 3 

Readings: Ch. 12 (p. 205-214), Ch. 13 (p. 217-224).  
Case study: R. v. Clarke. 

Week 11 Topic: Treatment of Indigenous people, overincarceration of Indigenous women, Female Refuges Act.  
Readings: Ch. 15 (p. 240-248), Ch. 18 (p. 286-295). 

Week 12 Topic: Moral Regulation of Personal Behaviour: drugs and alcohol, prohibition.  
Readings: Ch. 23 (p. 353-362), Ch. 24 (p. 366-375).  
Case study: prohibition in Canada. 

Week 13 Topic: Bringing it all together. Lecture evaluation.  
Assignments: Reading Response Draft #3 due. Peer feedback: RR #3. Reading Response #3 due at the end 
of the week. 

Week 14 Final exam 
 

 
 

 
NOTES 

1. Students are required to follow all College policies. Policies are available on the website at: Coquitlam College Policies 
2. To find out how this course transfers, visit the BC Transfer Guide at:  bctransferguide.ca 
                                             

 

https://www.coquitlamcollege.com/about-us/policies/
https://bctransferguide.ca/

