
 
 

 

COURSE NUMBER: ANTH 200  CREDITS: 3 

COURSE TITLE: Indigenous People’s Ways of Knowing in 
Canada 

PREREQUISITES: ANTH 100 
or equivalent 
 

   Total Hours: 39  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Canada’s First Nations, Metis, and Inuit peoples are incredibly diverse, as are their 

knowledge systems. Knowledge systems are linked to land and land is linked to language, story, traditional 

ecological knowledge, epistemology, ontology, and ceremony. This course will explore how these knowledge 

systems manifest themselves in Indigenous research methodologies, language, spiritualism, and pedagogical 

approaches. Students in this course will focus on topics such as culture and adaptation, individual identity and the 

responsibility to the community, beliefs and worldview, methods of teaching and learning, and historical and 

contemporary political and economic practices. An additional focus will examine the challenges Indigenous 

knowledges encounter in this new digital age. Students will engage with material through literature, film, 

discussion, field trips, and visits by local knowledge holders. Students will also be expected to participate in 

classroom discussions. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By successful completion of this course, you should be able to: 

• Identify common Indigenous ways of knowing and compare that to western ways of knowing. 

• Understand how knowledge systems and worldview shape perceptions of the land. 

• Understand that language is connected to land, landscape, ceremony, and perspective. 

• Familiarity with Indigenous pedagogical practices.  

• Gain an understanding of Indigenous spiritualism. 

• Ability to understand Indigenous research protocols and methodologies. 

• Undertake research on a specific topic of interest. 

 

COURSE CONTENT: 

Week Topic 

Week 1 What is Knowing? Review of Knowledge and Indigenous Ways of 

Knowing  

Week 2 Transfer of Traditional Knowledge 

Week 3 Unit 2: Indigenous Approaches to Research 



 
 

 

Week 4 Research and Ceremony  

Week 5 Unit 3: Indigenous Pedagogical Approaches 

Week 6 Pedagogy Embedded in Land, Legends, and Landscapes 

Week 7 Unit 4: Indigenous Spiritualism 

Week 8 Indigenous Spiritualism 

Week 9 Unit 5: Language in the Land 

Week 10 Language as a Way of Knowing 

Week 11 Language and the Mind 

Week 12 Indigenous Knowledge in the Modern World  

Week 13 Contemporary Challenges of Culturally Appropriating 

Knowledge 

Research Paper Presentations 

 

 

 


